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GAWLER VETERAN VINTAGE & CLASSIC VEHICLE CLUB 
�

PO .Box 640 Gawler 5118  www.gawlercarclub.onoz.net 
�

CLUB AIMS To encourage the restoration, preservation and use of veteran, classic and other special interest 
vehicles. 
To extend to owners, drivers, friends and all persons interested in such vehicles, the hospitality, 
privileges and conveniences enjoyed in connection with the club 

MEETINGS On the 3rd Tuesday of each month in the Gawler Sport and Community Centre, Nixon Terrace, 
Gawler at 7.30pm.  

JOURNAL Available to all members bimonthly, on the web site or by post if preferred, in February, April, 
June, August, October, and December. 

JOINING FEE $20.00: a “once only” payment due from all new members 
MEMBERSHIP FEE $60.00 for two years due on 1st July in odd numbered years (pro rata for new members) 
LOG BOOKS See inside back cover for requirements to maintain currency of vehicle Log Books 
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PRESIDENT 
trevorbell@adelaide.on.net 

Trevor Bellchambers  
 Lyn  

 H 8522 1864  

VICE PRESIDENT 
 

Ken Leeks 
Iris 

 H 8284 7910 M 0401 860 727 

SECRETARY 
gralynmitchell@bigpond.com 

Lyn Mitchell 
Graham 

 H 8522 6331 M 0414 843 607 

TREASURER 
rileyjh@westnet.com.au 

John Riley 
Jenny 

 H 8523 1189 
 

 

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY 
humbus@optusnet.com.au 

Martin Stephens 
Glenys 

 H 8254 6678 M 0403 302 573 

PUBLIC: OFFICER 
bugeye@internode.on.net 

Peter Bailey 
Kay 

 H 8522 5248 
W 8258 8115 

 

EVENTS DIRECTOR 
kay@wake.net.au 

Corrie Wake 
Kaye 

 H 8522 2373  
W 8396 1122 

M 0407 717 666 

FEDERATION REPRESENTATIVE 
Trevor.Unsworth@cywhs.sa.gov.au 

Trevor Unsworth 
Lyn 

 H  8289 5010 
W 8161 6554 

M 0402 891 891 
Fax 8161 6515 

HISTORICAL VEHICLE 
REGISTRARS 

Barry Bywater  
Lorraine 

 H 8522 3641  

 Allan Kempster 
Cynthia 

 H 8562 8651  

 Paul Modra 
Marianne 

 H 8522 5647  

JOURNAL EDITOR 
gvvcvced@baonline.com.au 

Alvin Jenkin 
Sylvia  

 H 8529 2504 M 0427 973 051 

AUDITOR 
mikewilliams@ihug.com.au 

Michael Williams 
Debra 

 H 8523 1233  

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Bob Carr 
Kingsley Branson 
Tony Traegar 
Colin Freeman  
Michael Williams 
Debra Williams 
Mark Chapman 
Marianne Modra 
Graham Mitchell 

 
 

  
H 8522 4017 
H 8522 3457 
H 8522 5953 
H 8332 9429 
H 8523 1233 
H 8523 1233 
H 8522 6481 
H 8522 5647 
H 8522 6331 

 

SWAP MEET CO-ORDINATOR 
Bob Perry 
bob@perry.net.au 

 
 

  
H 8396 1007 

 
M 0418 821 944 
Fax 8264 1308 

SUPPER PEOPLE:   DRINKS PERSON: Paul Modra 
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HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS HISTORIC MOTORING TO ALL IN 2010  

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT         as presented to 14/12/2009 meeting 

 
2009 has been an exciting and very successful year for our Club. During the 
year we have welcomed many new members and we know that these people will 
enrich our Club.  

On behalf of the GVVCVC Committee I want to sincerely thank all who have 
played a leadership role, all those who have organised our Runs, those who have 
assisted in the running of our major events, quietly working behind the scenes to 
help these events run smoothly and successfully and all Members who have 
supported our Club by attending meetings, enjoying our variety of Runs. I wish 
to thank you all, for a great 2009 Club Year. Our Sparrow Runs are unique, an   
invigorating early morning Run and a breakfast with friends. Our Wednesday Runs have visited numerous 
locations, collectors and places of special interest and enjoyable lunches. Our Sunday Runs and Twilight 
Runs were well attended.  

We have had many Special Events during this year that have proved to the whole Motoring fraternity of 
South Australia that we are a very active, innovative and successful group of motoring enthusiasts. Our Swap 
Meet again the largest in SA. and again well attended and very successful. We were again able to fund local 
community projects through Service Clubs. We hosted a Cruising Classics Run, Two Sheds and a Barn’ and 
catered for over 200 people on that day.  

Our visit by Members from our NZ Sister Club at Blenheim was a highlight and further cemented our 
international Sister Club relationship. Many of our visitors vowing to visit with us again, for much longer 
next time.  

Personally, I have had a most enjoyable year as a member of GVVCVC. There have been many good times 
shared with friends, fun times too. I am looking forward to a most enjoyable 2010 Club Year, shared with 
you all.  

I wish you all a Very Happy Christmas Season and safe motoring in 2010  

 

Trevor Bellchambers GVVCVC Pres  

 

DEADLINE FOR APRIL EDITION   FRIDAY March 20 th   2010  
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Membership NEWS 
The GVVCVC members directory for 2009-2011 has been issued. Copies were available at the January 
meeting and will be available at all meetings at $2.00 a copy.  
If you require a copy posted to you, send 6 unused 55 cent stamps to the editor, Alvin Jenkin, at PO Box 
199 Dublin SA 5501 to cover purchase and postage and handling. 

As normal with such things, it is only nearly correct on the day of issue. Craig Laven’s email address on 
page 11 should read “craig.v.laven@team.telstra.com” (the “.” was missing between “team” and “telstra”). 

New Members Policy 
For some time the Committee has been concerned about growth in the size of the club and our ability to 
manage the Historic Registration Scheme, particularly with the Department of Transport, Energy and 
Infrastructure giving the management of the scheme some focus. 
Our club aims to encourage the restoration, preservation and use of veteran, classic and other special interest 
vehicles and to extend to owners, drivers, friends and all persons interested in such vehicles, the hospitality, 
privileges and conveniences enjoyed in connection with the club.  
To encourage participation in club activities, the club has a bylaw which reads “It is the expectation of 
the G.V.V.& C.V.C.that as a Member with Club Historic Registered Vehicle/s that you will 
attend and participate in at least three  (3) Club Activities during a Club Calendar Year with one or more 
of your vehicles to qualify for re-issue of your club membership. Where there are special circumstances, you 
may present your Log Book and appeal to the Club Historic Registrars or Committee for their consideration.” 
The Club registrars are vested with the responsibility of validating vehicles for registration under the Historic 
Vehicle Registration Scheme (HVRS), and this they are required to do annually. As the club grows in size 
this activity becomes more onerous. 
We have had some examples of people abusing the system, and seeking to become members merely to 
obtain cheap registration, rather than conform with the intent of the HVRS which is to keep our special 
interest historic vehicles mobile. Some have sought to be members of our club because our subscription fees 
are relatively cheap, and they bypass their local club to do so. 
The following process has been initiated to better manage new applications for membership:  Applications 
will be accepted on a "probationary" basis and applicants will not be asked to pay any fees at that time. 
When they have demonstrated their support of club ideals and the Committee has processed their 
applications they will be asked for joining fees. Once fees have been paid they will be formally considered a 
club member. 
1. The Membership Secretary has been vested with the inititial responsibility for all new applications, and 

referring them to the Committee for consideration. 
In particular, where the applicant’s address is outside of the general geographical coverage area of 
the GVVCVC, the applicant will be encouraged to seek membership of their nearest club. 
Applicants will be made aware of the HVRS Code of Practice and will be asked to ensure that their 
vehicles comply. They may consult the registrars for advice on their vehicles. 

2. The Club membership application form has been removed from the Club web site, and is only available 
from the Membership Secretary at a Club Meeting.  

3. Completed application forms can only be returned to the membership secretary together with joining and 
membership fees at a subsequent meeting  
(Membership forms will not be posted out, and membership applications will not be accepted by post: 
This encourages new members to actively participate in club activities) 

4. Where new membership is associated with historic vehicle registration, membership will not be 
approved until a club registrar has validated the vehicle(s) in question for registration under the scheme. 

 
White Lines in the centres of roads 
In 1917 a Dr.June McCarroll of Indigo, California, USA  got sick of seeing so 
many wrecked cars on the roadside on her way to work so one morning she got 
the idea and went an painted a white line for a mile in the centre of the road to 
show the motorists where their cars should be on the road. Then the Indigo 
Women’s Club campaigned the government top introduce this idea. It was 
accepted by the Californian Commission in 1924 and 3,500 miles were painted at 
cost of $163,000.  
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Events Calendar 
More details of some events will be found elsewhere in the Journal. Contact person is shown in (brackets). 
Note: Most runs start from Gawler TAFE carpark . Lyndoch Rd (behind Fasta Pasta) 
 

  
FEBRUARY 

  
MARCH  

Sunday 7th  Sparrow Run to Hamley Bridge 
Meet 8.00am at TAFE (Corrie Wake) 

Sunday 7th  Sparrow Run To Lyndoch 
Meet 8.00am at TAFE (Corrie Wake) 

Sunday 14th  All British Day Breakfast Tues 16th  Club meeting 7.30 pm 
DVD Night featuring Buster Keaton 

Tues 16th  Club meeting 7.30pm 
Rob Thompson: Import and Export 
Shipping 

Wed 17th     Crabbing Run to Port Parham 
Meet TAFE 10.00am for 10.30am 
BYO Lunch (Alvin Jenkin) (low tide 
1300) 
St Patricks Day: Green Theme 

Sun 28th   Balaklava Museum 
Meet 9.00am for 9.30am at TAFE 
(David Norman) 

Fri 26th   Twilight Run 
(Mike Williams) 

    

  
APRIL  

  
MAY  

Sunday 4th   No Sparrow Run (Easter) 
 

Sunday 2nd 
 

Sparrow Run  to Mallala 
Meet 8.00am at TAFE (Corrie Wake) 

Tues 20th   Club meeting 7.30pm 
 

Tues 18th  Club meeting 7.30 pm 
 

Wed 21st Run (to be announced) Wed 19th     Run (to be announced) 

  Sun 30th    Run (to be announced) 

Note: April- July events will be determined at a Committee meeting to be held on Feb 9th  
 
Other dates for your Diary: GVVCVC Events 

Sat 12th June- Monday 14th June: Interclub visit to Mildura  
Wed Sept 1st 2010 Old Car Day  

 
 
 

Invitational Events 
Feb 14th 2010: All British Day , Uraidla 
Feb 21st 2010: All American Day, Surrey Downs 
Feb 27th 28th : YP MCC 25th Anniv  Port Vincent 
Feb 27th NDMA Auto Show Port Augusta 

March 7 2010: Historic Motor Vehicle Display, Anzac Highway  
April  2-5 2010, Broken Hill Bushmans Rally 
Oct 16/17 2010: MAPS 25 year Celebration 

 
 
Swap Meets 
 
Mar  7th  Campbelltown 
Mar 21st: Clare 
Apr 11th : Regency Park 
May 23rd: Kapunda 
July 25th : Angle Park 
Aug 22nd: Willunga 

Sept 19th : Gawler 
Oct 3rd :Motorcycle only, Balhannah 
Oct TBA: Strathalbyn 
Nov 13th-14th: Bendigo 
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All British Day 

GVV & CVC Breakfast Run 
February 14th 2010 

 
 

All Welcome 
Meet for egg & bacon breakfast opposite Gorge Caravan Park Cudlee Creek from 8:30 am then depart 9:30 

am for run to Uraidla & All British Day Breakfast $3.00 per person 
You are NOT required to be an entrant for All British Day or to use a British vehicle to participate 

Hosted by the Gawler Veteran, Vintage & Classic Vehicle Club 
phone Trevor Unsworth 82895010 for enquiries 
 
 
 

 

 
QUEENS BIRTHDAY 

WEEKEND RUN 
 

11-14 June 2010 
AT MILDURA   

 
In Cooperation with the Mildura Vintage Vehicles Club and the Broken Hill Veteran and Vintage Car 

Club 

 

 
 
 

MILDURA VINTAGE 
VEHICLE CLUB 

 
 
Accomodation has been booked for June 11th. - 14th. inclusive in Mildura for 22 Units and 7 Powered 
Caravan Sites. There are a few spots left reserved for 'Gawler Car Club'  
The location is central to everything. 
Anyone else interested in this great adventure, please contact Trevor Bellchambers ASAP! 85221864 
 

 
CRABBING RUN   Wednesday 17th March 2010 
Meet at TAFE 10am for 10.30am or find your own way (but make sure you sign 
the run sheet) 
To the Jenkin residence: “The Shack” 78 The Esplanade, Port Parham 
We will be joined by members of the FJ Holden Club 
Transportation to the crabbing areas from 11am 
BYO Lunch, and crabbing gear if you have it. Tea and coffee provided.. 
St Patricks Day: Green Dress and Drinks optional!  
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Historic Motor Vehicle Gathering 7th of March 2010 
For Cars, Motorcycles and Commercial Vehicles from 1885 to 1930 

12.30pm-3.30pm Anzac Highway, Adelaide City. 

If your club intends to have a morning run prior to the display, you are welcome to join the Sporting Car Club 
Tour, Please contact Christine Chennells on 8278 8455 for details. 
Organiser: David Read P.O. Box 26 Old Noarlunga S.A. 5168 Phone 83863735 

 

 

 

 
BROKEN HILL  
2010 EASTER BUSHMANS 
RALLY  
More information from the 
Secretary  
or contact Broken Hill Veteran 
and Vintage Car Club   
PO Box 116 Broken Hill NSW 
2880 
Ph Don Pruszinski 08 8088 
3036 
 
Closing Date 5th March 2010 

 

������������	�����������������
��              �
MASSIVE CLEARING SALE 

 Thursday 25th  and Friday 26thMarch 2010  at 9am (* Full Day Inspection on Wed 24th March) 

Vintage Tractors, Motor Vehicles, Horse drawn Wagons, Sulkies, Buggies, Ploughs, Hay cutters, Harvesters, Stationary 

Engines, Blacksmith Tools, Signs, Collectables and Memorabilia 

‘All pre auction bids are to be given to Elders Jam estown via fax 08 86641770 or email 

sandy.fielding@elders.com.au  BEFORE 5pm Friday the 19th March'  

����� �includes items of Kitchen, Linen, Souvenirs, General Items, Tables & Chairs, Household Furniture, Bottle 

Collection, Rock Collection, Insulators, Mining Equipment, Ride on Train, Wooden boxes, Oil Tins, Cameras, 

Telephones, Books, Gramophone, Radios, Typewriters, Sewing machines, Washing machines, Lamps, Kettles, Ovens, 

Irons, Model Toys, Train Set, Caravan, Horse equip, Shearing plant, Number plates , Metal signs & Miscellaneous 

items  

 DAY 2  includes items of Blacksmith shop, Wagon parts, Ploughs, Grain Cleaners & Picklers, Early farm equipment, 

Harvest & Hay equipment, Miscellaneous, Wagons, Drays & Trolleys, Wagon wheels, Stationary engines (Blackstone, 

Fairbanks Morse, Lister, Petter, New Way, Sundial, Stanway, Buzzacott, Hornsby), tractors, Garage items, Oil 

products, Petrol bowsers, Trucks & Buckboards, Sulky, 1909 Road Train,  1930 BSA motorbike, 1918 Omnibus, 

1925 Buick sedan.          
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Run Reports 
Run organisers are requested to nominate someone on the run to provide an article for the Journal, and also someone to 
report on the run to meetings (preferably a separate person for each). A report sheet is being developed to assist in 
reporting. Reports should include some statistics on number of cars and people on the run plus information of a general 
nature. Photos of the run are earnestly sought by the Editor and the Webmaster. Please resize digital photos to about 
50KB (150dpi or 600 pixels wide) and email to gvvcvced@baonline.com.au and to rileyjh@westnet.com.au. The editor 
will always accept physical photos for scanning 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Port Princess Dolphin Cruise Nov 29th 2009  Ross Baker 

After a wet and blustery few days, 60 persons duly assembled at the Fishermans 
Wharf, Port Adelaide around 10.30am on Sunday 29th November last. A secure 
area was available for the parking of Club vehicles that included a number of 
“Moderns” together with a few “Olds”. We boarded the Port Princess and set off 
just after 11am with the sun shining and a few threatening clouds although the 
day continued to improve from thereon with much sunshine evident. 
We were shown to the dining room and seated for the run. This area was 
festooned with Christmas decorations and much noise was evident due to the 
camaraderie of those on board. It was evident that everyone was catching up and 
having a great time with good friends and a few drinks. A two course meal was 
served with two choices for mains and also for dessert. The staff did a wonderful 
job serving from a very small kitchen to over 100 people on Board. 
We cruised along the Port River out towards the sea before eventually turning 
for the return trip. It was rumoured that someone on board, or two, actually saw 
a dolphin or two but……at least we all spotted the many Pelicans fishing in the 
area where the boat turned. Many people enjoyed some time up on the upper 
deck, up front and out of the wind in total relaxation mood. This was also 
possible on the way back but with a change of position to keep out of the wind. 
We saw the many improvements along the way on both sides of the Port River, 
including the relocation of Sailing Clubs, the Adelaide Submarine Base 
including two submarines (not sure if they were relicts of the past) Ship loading 
Container facilities and the Pelican Point Power Station. 
We returned to the Port Adelaide wharf just prior to 1.30pm and disembarked. 
All people spoken to, stated how much they had enjoyed the leisurely cruise, 
especially taking into account that the cost was only $20 per head including the 
meal. 
A number of our people then inspected the stalls within the Port Adelaide 
Market and a few were spotted having purchased early Christmas presents for 
grand-children. Some of us partook in a lesson on the latest i Phone features 
from other “more with it” Club Members before heading to Semaphore to attend 
the Summer Street Fair. 
All together a great day, thanks to the organisation of Lorraine and Barry 
Bywater. 
      A Non Dolphin Spotter 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

����
������	
�	�
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Spoggy Run to Gumeracha: Sunday Jan 3rd 2010 (Trun) 
Happy new Year!!  Our first run for the year. 
Perfect weather and a good turnout of new faces and 
vehicles. 
Note the signpost with the club welcome attached. 
Mathew and Tanya Geisler had difficulty negotiating the 
climb up Checker Hill in the Morris 10 and reversed 
down to proceed through Chain of Ponds. Apparently the 
change down to bottom gear was not successful. 
On the way home Norm and Judy Mathews '55 Plymouth 
stopped near Houghton with ignition problems. 
Passengers were Martin and Glennis Stevens and a west 
highland terrier who was so bored laid on the front seat 
for most of the time. 

 

 

With assistance from Martin, myself and John Carter, who also pulled over to investigate, Norm's make shift 
repair to a broken coil HT wire successfully had everybody mobile again. 
A good run for the start of the season. 

(Looks like a rehearsal for All British Day with a big Aussie Ute to get them home! Ed.) 

   

   
TOUR DOWN UNDER, Tanunda Tuesday January 19th 2010   Kev and Eileen Draper 
Barossa Council were looking for cars which were pre 1950 to participate in the Barossa section of the Tour 
Down Under on Tuesday January 19th.  The Barossa Council were trying to encourage people to dress in 
heritage outfits for the day hence the request for older cars.    
As Sarah fitted the description being a 1928 Model A Ford we decided that we would join in the fun.  The 
day dawned cool and crisp but promised to be a warm and pleasant 29 degrees.   With side curtains removed 
we proceeded to Gawler through the early morning traffic heading off to work.   
Arriving at Gawler TAFE carpark we met several members also dressed in 
period costume to match their vehicles including Mike Osborne and his wife 
Mary (from the MAPS Club) with their 1951 Alvis.   
After a short run along the Barossa Valley Highway we arrived in Tanunda 
where our vehicles were on static display to the public prior to short cavalcade 
of part of the course with a commentary by Patsy Biscoe.  As each car passed 
the commentary box the make of the vehicle and the owner’s name were 
announced.  Many an admiring glance and comment was heard to be made by 
the public.  
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Our cars were once more on static display while we had lunch.  One excited mature gentleman recalled his 
dad having a Model A Ford and chatted for some time reminiscing of days gone by.   
Lunch over and some folks headed off home while others checked out the main 
street festivities.  Icecream was on the top of the list as we stood under the shady 
trees near the Rotunda waiting for the bikes to come through.  We could feel the 
excitement building as first the local riders closely followed by the police and 
then the first three competitors raced along the street.   
After the final riders had gone through the Period Costume judging was held.  We 
were tickled pink to be told that we had won the Best Dressed Couple and that 
certainly topped off a fun day out with the cars and friends.    
Many thanks to the organisers of this truly great event. 

 

 
Sub Note:We had 10 cars on display and Our club was promoted well with the make of vehicle and the 
owners name announced. 
Attendees.:Trevor Bellchambers-  Bentley, David Heuzenroeder -  Bentley Roadster,Trevor Kelly  -  1949 
Hudson, Eileen & Kevin Draper -  Ford A, Mike Osborne & wife -  1951 Alvis, Ms E Housen & friend  -  
Ford A, Fred Chapman & son?   -  Graham Page , David & Pam Moule    -  1929 Chev Roadster, Geoff & 
Elizabeth Francis   -  1954 FJ Holden, Trevor Unsworth -  1927 Chrysler Roadster    
 

   
 

   
  
Some members also had their cars out for the Tour Down Under in Gawler the following day 
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Australia Day Run to Bethany 26th January 2010 
Despite the promises of extreme heat which kept the Editor’s Jowett garaged, Australia Day turned out to be 
a nice day, and it appears that lots got to Bethany. Lots of photos but no report, so here goes. 
 

  
 

 

  
 

 

   

 
Guys and Dolls at the Tour Down Under 
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My AMX .        By Doug Abrahams  

 
 
I bought this car 20 years ago as a body shell and boxes of parts including the engine in bits. I have 
completely restored it from the ground up to original factory condition.  
The restoration has taken 12 months and the 20 years to collect parts.  
The car was last registered December 1979 with 57960 miles on the speedometer.  
The engine is a full rebuild to factory standard specifications 343 motor. Front end rebuild all bushes, 
trunions, tie rod ends, bearings. NOS Brake rotors, calipers and linings. NOS Brake master cylinder. NOS 
front grill  
AMC rally wheels repainted to original, dress rings and white wall tyres.  
NOS ex USA twin exhaust system including mufflers  
Electrics completely restored by an auto electrician to Al. condition.  
Complete professional paint job in signal red with the white stripes.  
This car is now on historic registration.  
   ------------------------------------------------ 
Editors note: From Wikipedia 
The AMX  was a touring-sports car produced by American Motors Corporation (AMC) between 1968 and 
1970. More GT in style and approach than a true sports car, the muscular AMX was introduced to compete 
head-to-head with America's only other two-seater of the era, the Chevrolet Corvette. 
Fitted with the optional high-compression medium block 390 cu in (6.4 L) AMC V8, the AMX offered top 
notch performance at an affordable price. In spite of this value and enthusiastic initial reception by 
automotive media and enthusiasts, sales never thrived and after three model years it was discontinued, AMC 
transferring the AMX's signature badging to a high-performance version of its 4-seat sibling, the Javelin, 
through 1974. 
The AMX name originates from the "American Motors eXperimental" code used on two early AMC 
prototypes shown on the company's "Project IV" tour in 1966. These radically styled offerings reflected the 
company's strategy to shed its "economy car" image and appeal to a more youthful, performance-oriented 
market. 
The original AMX full-scale models were developed in 1965 by AMC's advanced styling studios under the 
direction of Charles Mashigan. Two simultaneous development programs emerged for a production car: (1) a 
modified Javelin and (2) a completely new car bodied in fiberglass. With funding an issue, the first approach 
was selected, allowing AMC to use its existing technology and unibody manufacturing expertise to make 
fairly inexpensive modifications to the Javelin approximating the prototype's styling and proportions. The 
first fully operational unit made its debut as part of AMC's AMX project in 1966. 
The AMX was touted as the first steel-bodied, two seat American performance car since the 1957 
Thunderbird, Ford's original two-seater having long since evolved into a four-seat personal luxury car. With 
a short (at 97 inches (2,464 mm)) wheelbase, the AMX's direct competition was the one inch longer 
(98 inches (2,489 mm) Chevrolet Corvette. Base price was US$3,245, nearly 25% below and over $1,000 
less than the Corvette. 
The AMX was introduced to the press at the Daytona International Speedway in February 1968, just over 
four months after the Javelin went on sale. 
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Some Oddball Machines 

 
New years day parade somewhere in USA 

 

 
Volkswagen powered Goggomobile Dart. David Harding was 
passing this one around at the January meeting 

  

 
 
 
 
Modified Bumper 
Cars: 
Only in the USA! 

   

 
1941 Chrysler Thunderbolt 

 
1951 Buick LeSabre 

 

  
Another Oddball!  
A few days ago I was having some work done at my local garage. A young lady walked in and asked for a 
Seven Hundred and Ten. We all looked at each other, and another customer asked “what is a Seven Hundred 
and Ten?” 
The young lady replied, “You know, the little piece in the middle of the engine, I lost it and I need a new 
one. It has always been there”. 
The mechanic gave her a piece of paper and a pencil and asked her to draw what the piece looked like. 
She drew a circle and in the middle of it wrote 710. 
He then took her to another car which had the bonnet up and asked “is there a 710 on this car?” 
“Of course” she said, “It’s right there” and she pointed to it. See the bottom of the next page for a “710”. 



GVVCVC Journal February 2010  Page 14 

CAUTION: ASBESTOS! 
Most of us would be familiar with the fact that asbestos was used in 
vehicle manufacture up until fairly recent times. Brake linings, clutch 
linings, head gaskets, manifold and exhaust gaskets are all well known 
uses of asbestos, and caution needs to be taken when handling such 
items, particularly with dust that collects in brake drums. 
BUT were you aware that asbestos was often used as a sound deadener 
in doors. A Rover enthusiast was restoring his 1936 Rover 14 Sports 
Saloon and had removed the doors for restoration and repainting. As 
normal he found over 70 years worth of dust and debris in the base of 
the door. There was wooly stuff on the inside of the door. It was 
probably asbestos. 
The restorer proceeded with extreme caution, washed the door out with 
water thus minimizing dust, and sprayed the fibre with spray adhesive 
and then a few coats of epoxy paint to minimize any further movement 
of the fibres. 

 

An article in the “Practical Motorist” of 1935 confirms 
that Rover did use asbestos as a sound deadener. Other 
manufacturers may also have used the same process (I 
am now suspicious of all the Jowett doors that I have 
recovered! 
The article was titled “How Rover Cars are Made” 
And the text with this photo was: 
“ Insulation against Noise. 
In one booth I noticed the body shells undergoing an 
operation I had never seen before—the spraying of the 
inside of the panels with asbestos.  This I found was 
for insulating the body against noise.  It was very 
interesting operation and indicates something of the 
care that The Rover Co. take over their operation. An 
illustration showing an operator spraying a car door is 
shown.” 
Notice the total lack of protection against inhaling fibres. 
How times have changed! 

 
Derived from an article in “Roverdrive” Jan 2010, the 
magazine of the Rover Car Club of SA 

 
 

A Seven Hundred and Ten 
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Mazda Roadpacer Alvin Jenkin 

This article is reproduced to educate the doubters 
who tried to correct me in my presentation on 
Papua New Guinea in the ‘70’s at the January 
Meeting where I declared it to be a desirable 
vehicle because it was “different”! Most of the 
information is sourced from Wikipedia. 
The Mazda Roadpacer AP was a full-size sedan 
sold by Mazda Motor Corp. of Japan between 
1975 and 1977. It was based on the Australian  

 

 

Holden HJ Premier. Premiers were shipped to Japan without engines, and Mazda fitted a 1.3 L 13B Wankel 
engine into the bay. Although the engine produced 135 hp (100 kW) and 101 ft·lbf (138 Nm) of torque, the 
Roadpacer weighed 3,500 lb (1,575 kg). 

 

While the 13B produced more power than the 6 cylinder engine fitted to 
the car as a Holden, the lack of torque meant performance was 
restrained with a 103 mph (166 km/h) top speed, poor acceleration and 
terrible fuel consumption. Contemporary reports suggest 9 mpg (26 L 
per 100 km). 
While the Holden HJ Premier itself was well endowed with items, 
Mazda decided to add many more, including some people had likely 
never heard of. Gadgets of note include a central locking system that 
activated when the car hit 10 km/h (6 mph), a chime system that  

activated at 90 km/h (56 mph), a dictation system and a stereo able to be controlled from both front and back 
seats. 
The price was also not a bargain at 3.8 million yen (US$10,000) in 1975. this cost is astronomical when you 
compare it to their RX5 Cosmo RE LTD Coupe (top of range luxury sports coupe)which was 1,855,000 yen 
at the time. This equates to more than twice the price, like having a $145,000 Holden compared to a $70,000 
Statesman Caprice. It was marketed against the TOYOTA CENTURY (V8), NISSAN PRESIDENT (V8) 
and to a lesser extent MISTUBISHI DEBONAIR (4 cyl). These were top line limo cars for diplomats and 
company execs.. Originally intended as transport for high-ranking government officials, the car was sold in 
the wake of the first fuel crisis and was not a commercial success. Production ceased in 1977 with only 800 
units sold. 
The Roadpacer has the sole distinction of a General Motors product being fitted for production with a rotary 
engine. 
Most were sold to government departments and were later crushed, meaning Roadpacers are rare nowadays; 
their counterpart model, the Holden Premier is considered a classic car in Australia; but the Roadpacer 
remains largely unheard of, or is believed to be a rumour. 

Isuzu Bellett GT 
I also mentioned the success if the Isuzu Bellett GT as a Rally Car in the Papuan Safari. Some will remember 
the Bellett Sedan as the precursor to the Isuzu (later Holden) Gemini. I had not seen a Bellett GT since 
leaving Papua New Guinea, but the Thursday after our January meeting I saw one in Prospect Road, Enfield. 
Sylvia had trouble restraining my excitement! 
The Isuzu Bellett is a mostly forgotten vehicle these days, 
however duing the late 1960's it proved to be one of the 
most successful Japanese imports to land on Australian 
shores. 
The Isuzu Bellett was manufactured by Isuzu Motors Ltd. 
in Japan from 1963 to 1973. It was an in-house designed 
replacement for the Hillman Minx, assembled previously 
by Isuzu and named “Bellel”  under a license agreement. 
The name "Bellett" was supposedly to represent "a smaller 
Bellel". 
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The car was available as a 4-door or 2-door sedan, a rare 2-door station wagon, called the Bellett Express, 
and an even rarer 2-door pickup truck known as the Isuzu Wasp. After General Motors acquired a stake in 
Isuzu, the Bellett was replaced by GM's "global" T-car, initially called Isuzu Bellett Gemini and later simply 
Isuzu Gemini, which technically had little to do with its predecessor. A total of 170,737 of original Belletts 
were manufactured. 
Although import duty forced the price up, the continual introduction of new models managed to usher in 
many new improvements, particularly on the mechanical side, ensuring the Bellet remained one of the best 
value-for-money Japanese vehicles on the market in Australia at the time 
The range included Standard, Deluxe and Automatic sedans (as well as the now keenly sought after GT, 
which was fitted with a 1579cc unit). The Deluxe model was powered by 1471cc engine with 8.5:1 
compression ratio which develops 81 bhp @ 5200 rpm and a maximum torque rating of 82 ft. lb. @ 2600 
rpm. 
In fact the Bellett was clocked at 93 mph on the open road, not bad for a little Japanese import. The brakes 
were drums all round, with twin leading shoes on the front and a total lining area of 89 1/2 sq. in. They 
stopped the car well with no evidence of pulling or locking, and showed no appreciable fade. 
The interior and fittings were surprisingly luxurious. The Deluxe Bellett carried as standard equipment dual 
electric horns, 2-speed windscreen wipers and washer unit, push-button radio, fan assisted heater/demister, 
clock, safety belts, and full carpeting throughout. 
The front seats were extremely comfortable for long journeys, and the Bellet offered excellent leg and head 
room, while the back seat leg and head room were remarkable for a car of its size. 
The instruments were grouped in a console directly in front of the driver, clearly visible, with a coaming 
formed from the dash padding to prevent light reflecting on the windscreen at night. All the controls were 
within easy reach of the driver, including the heater / demister and radio controls. 
The 1471cc engine was mated to a 4-on-the-floor manual gearbox, all synchro, and the ratios (1st 3.501; 2nd 
2.175; 3rd 1.418) coupled with the final drive ratio of 3.727.1 provided lively performance around town or 
out on the highway. 

 

The Isuzu Bellett GT' , launched in April 1964, was a 2-door 
coupe with a 40 mm (1.6 in) lower height than the sedan, fitted 
with a twin-carbureted 1.6 L OHV gasoline engine. It was the 
first Japanese car to be billed "GT" (Gran Turismo). September 
1964 saw the arrival of a 1.5 L version of the GT, front disc 
brakes and some slight modifications to the front fascia. In 
September 1967, the base engine's power was increased, along 
with the addition of a fastback body style. Two years later, the 1.6 
L engine was upgraded to a SOHC design, and in 1970 it was 
replaced by a 1.8 L SOHC engine 
(The photo was taken at Eastern Creek Raceway in 2005) 

With a price tag of $2,398 in 1969, the sedan came well within the range of anybody willing to pay a little 
more for a lot of (standard) extras. But the best of the breed are undoubtedly the GT's, and we can give 
thanks to the Bellet for laying the foundation of arguably the best little cars to reach Australia, the 
Holden/Isuzu Gemini. The Isuzu Bellet also performed well in the 1965 Armstrong 500, coming 6th in its 
class, and all three entered in the 1966 Gallagher 500 managing to finish, the best being a 5th place in Class 
B. 
The Isuzu Florian was also on the market in Australia at about the same time as the Bellett and it 
represented a sweeping change that other Japanese manufacturers were soon to follow. Simply put, it was 
undoubtedly one of the most rugged and durable Japanese cars ever built up to that time, and it offered very 
respectable performance for its class and price 
Under the bonnet was a detuned Bellett GT engine, equipped with a single 
carburettor (dual barrel down draft) which still managed to push out 84 bhp 
at 5200 rpm, and 89.7 ft./lb. of torque at 2600 rpm. This made best use of 
the Bellett engine's better characteristics by providing good pulling power 
low down in every range, while still retaining a good power delivery at high 
revs. 
Despite good press reports and successful racing activity it did not sell 
particularly well in Australia  
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THE MINUTES PAGES: Abridged minutes of the GVVCVC 

Held at Gawler Recreation Centre, 15th December 2009. 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 106 members were in attendance.APOLOGIES: 7 members sent their apologies.VISITORS:  We were 
pleased to welcome 5 visitors & 2 gave a report on their vehicles.  
MINUTES :   The Minutes of the November 2009 Meeting  were read by the Secretary.   

MOVED : T.Bellchambers   SECONDED: Barry Wilson and Carried. 
TREASURERS REPORT: John Riley presented the Treasurer’s report which is attached to these Minutes.   

MOVED:  Treasurer: John Riley  SECONDED: G.Mitchell.   Carried  
CORRESPONDENCE: There was no recent correspondence to hand. 
PRESIDENTS REPORT:  The President commented on the exciting and very successful year the Club had enjoyed and wished all 
those present the compliments of the festive season. This report is attached to these Minutes. 
EVENTS: Events Director Corrie Wake reported on previous and upcoming Events for the New Year. Gerry Petrus, Mike Williams, 
Trevor Bellchambers & Bob Carr reported on recent Club Outings and functions. 
 EDITORS REPORT: The Editor reported that the new MEMBERS DIRECTORY  is due for publication and is expected to be 
available by the next Club Meeting. 
FEDERATION REPORT :   T Unsworth gave a full and comprehensive report from the Federation and answered questions from 
several members regarding several issues raised.  
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY REPORT: Martin Stephens reported that the name badges had been posted out and another batch 
was in the process of being produced. 
There were no reports from the following: REGISTRARS, SWAP MEET SECRETARY. 
GENERAL BUSINESS:   Peter Bailey reported that the Club Trailer required 2 new HG Wheels and if any member had these 
available it would be appreciated otherwise it would be necessary to purchase same. 
Ken Leeks reported that he had sold his Vauxhall and had 3 x 17” tyres available. 
GUEST SPEAKER: We were pleased to welcome Bruce Thomas visiting from the USA to sort out the collection of various motor 
vehicles of his son Chip Thomas who had recently passed away.  
Bruce reported on his long association with the Chrysler Motor Company both in USA and Australia. For several years he had been 
their Corporate Historian and was responsible for the inauguration and development of a historic motor museum in Detroit, Michigan 
housing 75 Chrysler vehicles and another collection of approximately 200 vehicles. He was responsible for locating and purchasing 
Chrysler vehicles from all around the world for this museum.   
Because of his present involvement in sorting out his son’s collection Bruce stressed the importance of keeping accurate records of 
vehicles as well as parts and accessories thus ensuring their historical value was maintained for future reference. 
Bruce also mentioned that Allan Kempster was reassembling and preparing his son Chip’s collection ready for sale. It is expected 
that in March these vehicles will be on display and for sale at Allan Kempsters property. 
MEETING CLOSED at 8:45pm              
 
Held at Gawler Recreation Centre, 19th January 2010. 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 110 members were in attendance. APOLOGIES: 17 members sent their apologies. VISITORS:  We were 
pleased to welcome 5 visitors who gave a report on their vehicles. 
MINUTES :   The Minutes of the December 2009 Meeting were read by the Secretary.   

MOVED : T.Bellchambers   SECONDED: Colin Freeman and Carried. 
TREASURERS REPORT: The Treasurer’s report was read and is attached to these Minutes.   

MOVED:  Acting Treasurer: Lyn Mitchell  SECONDED: B.Bywater.   Carried  
HARD LUCK AWARD :   Ross Felix was present at this meeting and the President presented him with this award for the year ended 
2009. 
CORRESPONDENCE: Correspondence received was read and the forthcoming Sale of Farm Machinery & Vintage Vehicles at 
Geralka as well as the 2010 Motorfest was reported on by T Bellchambers. 
PRESIDENTS REPORT:  The President gave a brief report on the exciting plans being organised for the forthcoming year ahead. 
EVENTS: Events Director Corrie Wake reported on previous and upcoming Future Events for the New Year. Bob Carr and Ian List 
reported on recent Club Outings and functions. 
 EDITORS REPORT: The Editor reported that the new MEMBERS DIRECTORY  is now available at a cost of $2 per copy. 
REGISTRARS REPORT:   Barry Bywater gave a report on the Victorian Registration Scheme as compared to South Australia. 
There were no reports from the following: FEDERATION SECRETARY, MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY & SWAP MEET 
SECRETARY. 
GENERAL BUSINESS:    
David Moule presented a suggestion that the Club should have a Sandwich Board to advertise and promote our Club to the General 
Public on various Community events.   The President agreed that this was a good suggestion and the Committee would make 
investigations to having this made.  
GUEST SPEAKER: We were pleased to welcome our Club Member Alvin Jenkin who presented a most interesting and fascinating 
slide show telling of his experiences when he was employed to initiate telecommunication systems in Papua New Guinea.(sorry it 
took so long: Ed) 
 MEETING CLOSED  at 9:20pm          
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FOR SALE  

 
Cortina, TD, 10/76, Champagne edition 2 of 
200, 2L manual, XL interior, mags lowered but 
otherwise original, lots of engine work done, good 
condition, needs exhaust and brake master 
cylinder. $1500 negotiable.  
Call Matt on 0423 497 427.                                    (0912) 

 
 
Toyota Corona 1973 
Red (Goes faster!) Auto Reg SA RRE 778 
Anita Ph 82898431                                           (0912) 

 
Holden FJ Special 1955 
All original, 6 Volt, Full rego to Jan 10 $6950 
Jim Ph 85233281/ 0408 852 568                                        (0912) 

 
 
1940 Hudson Sedan 4 sale 
 
Body in good condition, no rust, no accidents, 4doors, 
bonnet, boot, lights, grille &chrome bars line up 
perfectly, motor has sticking valve in No 6,2new tyres & 
new front brake not yet fitted, 
Brown leather ,hood lining & inside on 4doors in good 
condition, seats not torn, small tear on edges of arm rest 
in back, Black duco 
Belonged to owner's Parents, unable to complete 
restoration, Garaged at Morgan.. 
Price $25,OOO  o.n.o. 
ph  Kyle Scharfes 08-8540 2085�                                  (0912) 
 

(Editor has more pics if interested) 

 

  
1968 Hillman Hunter Safari Station wagon, white, 
very clean, one registered owner ever, 64,000 Km. New 
water pump. Currently unreg but can be driven on 
property. $2700 ono 
Andy 85230178, 0413 035 413                                     (1002) 

Tyres 3 good serviceable 17 inch crossply tyres (ex 
Vauxhall) 
$30 for all 
Ken Leeks. 8284 7910                                      (1002) 

 
 
 
 
 
Holden FX-FJ  Bonnet Mascots 
Ph Chris 0419 639 148                                       (0912) 

Rover P4 110 Gearbox (or internals) 
Peter 85178264                                      (1002) 

Datsun Fairlady Roadster 1964-1970: Cars, Parts, 
books etc 
David 0438 813801                                      (1002) 

Borgward Isabella Coupe Passenger glass or 
complete door 
Frank 8524 6403                                      (1002) 

Repco Auto-tech Service Bulletin Issue #11 
Anthony 0418 847 222                                      (1002) 

Landrover Series 3 lightweight SWB or info on 
whereabouts of same: Alvin 8529 2504          (1002 

 

 

 
Genuine Specials  

Arfa will run his specials for two issues of the Jo urnal unless advised otherwise 
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Contributions to The Journal and to the Club Web Si te 

 
Contributions to both the Journal and the Web site are welcomed. 
Contributions may be in any format. They may be handwritten, typewritten, or photocopied documents, or even 
a telephone call or they may be computer files 

Paper copies can be given to the editor at meetings or runs, or posted to A Jenkin, PO Box 199, Dublin, SA 
5501. Photographs will be returned once they have been copied, but please clearly identify your ownership either 
by using soft pencil or marker on the rear, or placing in a sealed envelope with your name on the front. 

Computer literate people can email contributions to gvvcvced@baonline.com.au . MSWord is the preferred 
format for text and photos as .jpg files, preferably less than 100KB in size. Memory sticks and CDs are also 
accepted. 
Website: Photos of club events, reduced to less than 100KB in size can be emailed to rileyjh@westnet.com.au and 
these will be placed on the club’s website www.gawlercarclub.onoz.net  
 

Deadlines : Contributions will be accepted up to midday on the last Friday of the month before the publishing 
months: February, April, June, August, October and December 

 

 
 
 

Registration and use of Historic Vehicles under The  Log Book System 

 
Preamble  The system of historic Registration of Qualifying vehicles in S.A. is an excellent 
system that promotes the use of Historic Vehicles by Club Members in the enjoyment of their hobby. 
Historic Registration is a privilege given by the Register of Motor Vehicles to Club Members and the spirit 
of this system promotes the use or Historic Vehicles of this hobby. As, Historic Registration is only 
available to members of a  recognized Club then it is the expectation of the Club that Members will use a 
small portion of the logged outings to participate in some Club Activities using their Historic Registered 
Vehicles. 

By-law 001   It is the expectation of the G.V.V.& C.V.C .that as a Member with Club Historic 
Registered Vehicle/s that you will attend and participate in at least three  (3) Club Activities during a 
Club Calendar Year with one or more of your vehicles to qualify for re-issue of your club membership. Where 
there are special circumstances, you may present your Log Book and appeal to the Club Historic Registrars or 
Committee for their consideration. 

Accepted by Committee: 22/ 2/2000 Ratified at General Meeting: 21/ 3/2000 modified by Committee 27/1/2009  

I m p o r t a n t   Your Log Book must be signed each year by 30 June by one of the club registrars. 
It is your responsibility to present your Log Book, current registration and membership receipt.  
Fees              The membership fee shall be due on 1 July of every second (odd numbered) year 
and subsequent renewals shall be on the prescr ibed form. No new member shall be entitled to take 
part in the proceedings of the Club, nor be entitled to any of the privileges until membership fee has been 
paid. Membership will cease if the membership fee remains unpaid ninety days after the due date. 
The Committee may re-admit the person upon payment of the fee. 
 
 
 
DISCLAIMER 
Opinions expressed in the Journal are not necessarily those of the Gawler Veteran, Vintage and Classic Vehicle 
Club or its editor. Although every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of material submitted, errors and 
omissions may (and will accidentally) occur. 
 
Enquiries to the Editor: Alvin Jenkin, 8529 2504 email: gvvcvced@baonline.com.au  .    
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A genuine BLACK Model T! 

 
 


